Pediatric admission for vaccine preventable diseases: a 5-year survey from 1994 to 1998 in Aichi Prefecture.
Several infectious childhood diseases can be prevented by vaccination. A survey of hospital admissions for such diseases was conducted in Aichi Prefecture over 5 years beginning in 1994. A questionnaire was sent annually to hospitals with 100 or more beds to obtain information on pediatric patients requiring hospitalization for 10 vaccine preventable diseases. Information was obtained on 3,953 patients. Most admissions were for measles (49%), followed by mumps, chickenpox, pertussis, rubella, and tuberculosis. Over half of the patients were under 3 years old, with 20% aged under 12 months, 25% aged from 12 months to 2 years, and 10% aged from 2 to 3 years. The average hospital stay was longest for tuberculosis and pertussis, and was around 1 week for the other diseases. Familial transmission was the most common source of infection identified. The only death was an unvaccinated patient with measles pneumonia. Sequelae were reported at the time of discharge in 15 patients (0.4%), and were permanent in some cases. Some 96% of the patients surveyed were unvaccinated against the disease causing hospitalization. The fact that there were 14 patients with sequelae and the one patient who died were unvaccinated, emphasizes the need to promote vaccination.